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GENEVA CONVENTION RESPECTING UPPER SILESIA
At Geneva a convention concerning Upper Silesia as divided
between Poland and Germany was signed on May 15, the docu-
ment itself being of extraordinary length—605 Articles. The
German representative who signed it made a formal declaration
that Germany accepted under constraint the decision of the
Ambassadors' Conference—and looked to the future for redress!
The Seym ratified the convention on May 24, the Reichstag on
May 31; there were demonstrations in both Parliaments. In the
former the speakers pronounced for ratification, though they
complained Poland had not obtained all the territory that should
have been hers; in the latter there were signs of mourning—over
the building the German flag was half-masted, and in the cham-
ber, in front of Loebe the president, the white-and-yellow standard
of Upper Silesia was shrouded in black, with the eagle of Upper
Silesia in crape. Six weeks passed before the Polish Government
entered into possession, and before that took place a Ministerial
crisis in Warsaw, evolving differently in its nature from others
that had preceded it, had engendered much excitement.
PONIKOWSKI CABINET RESIGNS
There was a sort of political truce among the groups while the
Conference of Genoa was proceeding. Even during this period of
relative calm the Government was disturbed by a conflict over
the pay of the army, but Pilsudski intervened and effected a com-
promise. Early in June he intervened again—this time concerning
the Government itself, which he took upon himself to dismiss.
On June 2,1922, he invited Ponikowski and the rest of the Govern-
ment to the Belvedere, his residence, and asked for a statement of
its policy; he critic&ed its actions, and particularly censured
Skirmunt for what he considered its weakness touching Soviet
Russia* It was plain that the Ministry did not possess his confi-
dence, and Ponikowski and his colleagues decided to resign. A
second meeting of the Cabinet with Pilsudski at the Belvedere
was arranged for June 6; when it took place the Government was
informed by him that he accepted its resignation—virtually it was

